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Nothing Like Chocolate Synopsis
From currency to candy, chocolate reflects a rich history saturated
with sacred ritual, endorphin highs, hip anti-oxidants, exotic
sensuality, and high quality luxury...and enslaved children.

NOTHING

Nothing like Chocolate tells the compelling story of anarchist
chocolate maker, Mott Green, founder of the Grenada Chocolate
Company Cooperative, as he pursues his unique vision to create the
best chocolate in the world, ethically and taste-wise. Also featuring
Nelice Stewart, an independent cocoa farmer in Grenada, the
documentary offers an intimate portrait of the parallel lives of Mott
and Nelice, and shows how the Caribbean island of Grenada has
become home to this revolutionary venture.

A Documentary Film by
Kum-Kum Bhavnani

In a world of mass-produced chocolate – often made with cocoa
harvested by trafficked child labour – and bean prices that have
fuelled civil war in West Africa, this artisanal “smallest chocolate
factory in the world” is fast becoming a serious competitor to the
industrial chocolate familiar to most of us.

LIKE CHOCOLATE

Narrated by Susan Sarandon
e: kumkum@nothinglikechocolate.com
p: 805.898.0880
web: www.NothingLikeChocolate.com

With a rich blend of human ingredients missing in corporate
chocolate, the Grenada Chocolate factory, a worker-owned
cooperative, draws on solar power, employee shareholding and
small-scale antique equipment to make delicious, organic, and
socially conscious chocolate. Each step in the production process,
from cocoa pod to candy bar, involves ethical and sustainable
methods aimed at empowering the community of farmers and the
workers involved.
The tree-to-bar venture of the Grenada Chocolate Company
Cooperative makes 24 tons of chocolate bars a year, and Nothing Like
Chocolate serves up a deliciously radical experience.

“Mixing the bitter with the sweet, the factual and the idealistic, the documentary Nothing like Chocolate
gives a macro and micro perspective on the beloved sweet stuff. Smartly directed...” – Josef Woodard,
Santa Barbara Independent
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Filmmaker Comments
I started work on this film after reading an article about children
being enslaved to harvest cocoa in West Africa.
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I teach about Third World issues, so I know the situation emerges
from the complicated relationships among farmers, chocolate
manufacturers and governments. Farmers receive a low price for
their beans. In order to live even at subsistence level, they have to
draw on a large pool of labour, which includes children who can
be trafficked for this work. I felt more people ought to know about
this and, equally importantly, that there are projects that show how
things can be done differently.
I stumbled across Mott Green and the Grenada Chocolate Company
on the Internet as I was trying to find out about ethical chocolatemaking. After talking with Mott and hearing tales from his life, I
knew I had found the story I wanted to tell. An anarchist chocolatier,
with his tiny chocolate company challenging the global model of
large-scale chocolate production, and an independent woman
cocoa farmer, Nelice Stewart, who built her own house – both
working to undermine the exploitation of child labour – how could I
not make a film about all of this?
In telling stories about people who are doing the right thing, we see
how social injustices can be challenged. The stories of Mott Green
and Nelice Stewart show that it is possible to make chocolate in a
highly ethical way. Their honesty, determination and compassion
captured my imagination, and my hope is that others will also
admire and be inspired by Nelice and Mott. My dream is that
Nothing Like Chocolate will help inspire a new generation of people
also passionate for change.

“‘Nothing Like Chocolate’ is a must-see film!” – Linda Lopez, SBCC Film Reviews
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Director Bio
I am a university professor by day and a filmmaker
by night.
I have moved continents a number of times during
my life, but have been settled in California for
the last 20 years, via India and London. I live with my two fabulous
children, Cerina and Amal (see if you can spot them in the film!), and
my just-as-fabulous partner, John.
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My family migrated to England from India in 1958 where I lived
until my 1991 arrival in to the USA. Due to British racism, my father
never had employment that was appropriate to his background. My
schoolteacher mother supported my father and her three daughters
in Southall, London. Her commitment to us, to politics, and to her job
inevitably inspired me. Although she was a teacher of mathematics
she worked closely with South Asian students, helping them imagine
different futures, and this taught me the importance of working
outside one’s private needs and desires. I was politically engaged in
the UK, working on anti-racist and Third World struggles, combined
with feminist and trades union issues, from the age of 18. I worked
with street theatre and television and radio production, researching,
writing, narrating. My earliest public video project, Resist and Survive
for Channel 4, was conducted under the direction of Dee Dee Glass
and aired in February 1983.
My first documentary, The Shape of Water (www.theshapeofwatermovie.com) narrated by Susan Sarandon, weaves the intimate
stories of Khady, Oraiza, Bilkusben, Dona Antonia, Gila – women
living in Senegal, Brazil, India, and Jerusalem. These five women
abandon female genital mutilation, tap for rubber to protect
the rainforest, protect the biodiversity of the planet and oppose
military occupations. This film, shot over four years and across three
continents, offers a unique view of the complex realities of the women
and their passions to create a more just world.

“An engaging movie that provokes both the brain and the taste buds.” –Brent Simon, Shockya.com

My goal in filmmaking is to try to foster a passion for making change
in the world, by learning how others are doing this.
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Production Personnel
Kum-Kum Bhavnani (Director and Producer) is university professor by day and
film-maker by night. She has lived in California for the last two decades, via India
and London. Her first documentary, The Shape of Water (2006: narrated by Susan
Sarandon) www.theshapeofwatermovie.com screened around the world, including in
Istanbul, Rome, Barcelona, London, Toronto, Trinidad, San Francisco, Washington DC,
and at FESPACO and the 2008 Middle East International Film Festival. On its travels,
Shape garnered a number of awards such as Best Documentary (Miami Women’s
International Film Festival, Reel Sisters of the Diaspora and Queen’s International Film
Festival), the World Cinema Award (DC Independent Film Festival), and Best Director
(San Francisco Women’s Film Festival), as well as two HUGO awards. The Shape of
Water was also selected as the centerpiece for the Human Rights section at the 2008
Middle East International Film Festival in Abu Dhabi. Kum-Kum’s hope is for her films
to inspire a new generation of audiences, who are also passionate for change.
Skye Borgman (Director of Photography) is an award winning Cinematographer,
with an MFA in film production (University of Southern California) and a BFA in
Theatre (Cornish College of the Arts). She recently finished directing and shooting
a 26 episode series for Princess Cruise Lines, chronicling the company’s largest dry
dock to date. She is currently also the DP on The Quiet Riot Story. Skye has shot with
the Reality shows Intervention on A&E and Conquest with Fox Sports West. She also
shot and directed a documentary entitled Junk Dreams which is currently showing on
KTOO Television Station in Alaska. To this day she has shot over 50 films, TV series, and
documentaries, traveled and shot in 60 countries and lived on 3 continents.
Ashoke Ghosh (Sound Recordist and Composer) lives in Bolton, England. He
predominantly works as a Boom operator on TV Drama and Film in the UK. Also
working as a Documentary Sound Mixer, he has been introduced to amazing new
people and places. He loves making and listening to music, coaching junior football
and having a laugh with his family.
Bo Anderson (Sound Recordist and Composer) is a sound mixer, musician and
DJ based in Rio de Janeiro. While he has worked on high end productions for CNN,
ESPN, NBC and many others, his main area of activity as a location sound mixer has
been on documentaries covering social justice issues. In his musical work, he has
performed and collaborated with local musicians in over 40 countries.
Jim Tonge (On-location Technical Support) is an Interactive Producer based in
Manchester, UK. Specializing in technology and online production, he is presently
an Assistant Producer for Children’s BBC, developing content and games aimed at
a young audience. He has previously worked as a Broadcast Technician, and, more
recently, completed a two-year tour vision mixing the live BBC youth show Blast.
Cristina Malavenda (Story/Editor) graduated in Communication Studies (Vanderbilt
University) and in film and television production (The School of Cinematic Arts,
University of Southern California). She has been recognized for her editorial work,
such as Woman Rebel (Oscar Shortlist 2010, HBO), Thunder Chance (Student Emmy
Awards 2010, Comic-Con 2010), and Our Neck of the Woods (Sundance 2009, First
Look Outstanding Achievement in Editing Award 2010). As a director, her film No Kill,
won a number of awards, and aired on the KCET Fine Cut Series in 2010. Cristina has
interned at the Sundance Institute in the Documentary Program, and continues to
review their grant proposals for feature documentary films about human rights issues
and social change. Cristina is currently working on a documentary about indigenous
women in the mountain regions of Colombia.
continued
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Ryan Pettey (Story/Editing/Music Consultant) graduated in 2004 from the
University of California Santa Barbara with a BA in Film Studies. His credits
include his co-editing on the 2007 documentary The Shape of Water directed
by Kum-Kum Bhavnani, for which he received the 2006 NAFDMA Insight Award
for Excellence in Editing and Story Editing. In 2009, Ryan released his first
feature documentary entitled After The Last Round. A film that takes you inside
the sport of boxing, exposing its life changing effects on the fighters and their
families. Ryan’s second feature documentary From The Dust will be released
in the Spring of 2012 and is a comprehensive look at the creation/evolution
controversy within American Christian culture. Ryan currently resides in Santa
Barbara, CA. Website: www.satellitesreceive.com
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Erik Lohr (Assistant Editor/ Musical Score and Arrangement) graduated
from University of California Santa Barbara in 2004 with a BA in English and
a Music Minor. The marriage of both these schools of thought has laid the
groundwork for a rhythmic and creative approach to the storytelling process
through the medium of film. He has been an integral part of the editorial
and music composition on several independent films, documentaries and
shorts. He is currently working in East Africa on the completion of two new
documentaries to be released in 2012. Erik is also a full-time DJ and music
producer.
Summer Gray (Associate Producer) has a long-standing commitment to
appropriate technology and social justice and it is this that led her to become
involved with Nothing Like Chocolate, featuring Mott Green’s revolutionary
approach to chocolate production in Grenada. Summer is also a Ph.D.
candidate in Sociology at the University of California, Santa Barbara. From
2008-2010 she has been a graduate research fellow for the National Science
Foundation Center for Nanotechnology and Society, where she studied the
social and political dimensions of emerging technology and emerging crisis.
She has a longstanding love for endangered sea turtles, and is currently writing
her dissertation on the ways in which humans and turtles have come together
to fight climatic change.
Candace Schermerhorn’s (Story Consultant) credits include writing,
producing and directing for clients such as Children’s Television Workshop’s
Sesame Street, the National Park Service, Massachusetts Council for the
Humanities, American Masters, and Turner Broadcasting. You Don’t Know Dick
was Candace’s first independent documentary film, chronicling the lives of
6 individuals struggling with gender identity. Candace was the Director of
Programming for the Santa Barbara International Film Festival for 7 years.
She teaches documentary filmmaking at Santa Barbara City College, Antioch
University and is a contributing editor for Ecology.com. The Naked Option,
her second independent feature documentary is about grassroots women in
Nigeria’s Niger Delta in their struggle for social, political, and economic change.
She is currently in preproduction on her third independent feature, The Last
Utopia, chronicling the ancient seafaring Lapita Navigators as sea level rise
forces them on to their next epic journey.
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Cast List
Narration
Susan Sarandon

Cast
Mott Green
Chocolate maker and founder of Grenada Chocolate Company Co-operative
Nelice Stewart
Independent cocoa farmer
Ben
Husband of Nelice Stewart
Cindy Valerie, Lyndona, Crystal
Nelice’s children
Michael Pollan
Writer and journalist: author of In Defense of Food and The Omnivore’s Dilemma
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Vandana Shiva
Environmental Activist
Gary Guittard
Owner, Guittard Chocolates
Tillman Thomas
Prime Minister of Grenada
Edmond Brown
Partner, Grenada Chocolate Company
Bama Athreya
Executive Director 2005 – 2008, International Labor Rights Forum
Judy Williams
Executive Director GRENCODA

Key Crew
Kum-Kum Bhavnani

Director and Producer

Skye Borgman 		

Director of Photography

Ashoke Ghosh		
Maga Bo

Sound Recordists

James Tonge		

Technical Support

Summer Gray		
John Foran
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Cristina Malavenda

Editors
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Dom Camardella
Rocky Dawuni
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Music Composers

